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to make his own vote equal to that of four men in Mr.
Cannon's district. If this result came about as a natural
effect of a genuine and honest effort to enforce an illiteracy
test, or something of the sort, I believe there would be little
or no objection to it in the North, in spite of the damage
done the North thereby; for I believe that the North has
hearty sympathy with the trials of the South and is gen-
erously glad to assist the South whenever the South does
not render it impossible by 'superfluity of naughtiness.'

"The trouble is that there is no such genuine law, and
that there is no white man from a Southern district in
which blacks are numerous who does not tell you, either
defiantly or as a joke, that any white man is allowed to
vote, no matter how ignorant and degraded, and that the
negro vote is practically suppressed because it is the negro
vote. To acquiesce in this state of things because it is not
possible at the time to attempt to change it without doing
damage is one thing. It's quite another thing to do any-
thing which will seem formally to approve it, . . .

"My own view of this Southern question is, as I have
said, fundamentally yours and Ehodes'. What I am now
puzzling over is whether it is best simply to go on as I have
gone, saying nothing, or to try to say something. I have
been interested at the great number of requests I am now
receiving from Southern cities to visit them and address
their citizens. I do not know whether it means that they
begin to understand that I am not their enemy, or whether
it is simply the same kind of a feeling that would make
them interested in a circus coming to town. I do not want
to crowd things, or in any way to seem to truckle to the
South, and my present thought is that I shall simply go
through San Antonio, where there is reason for my going,
and defer most of my other visits to the South until a little
later. If I can hammer out just the kind of speech I want
to make, I may make it on Lincoln's birthday; but if I am
not fairly sure that I am saying the right thing I shall
not say anything on the subject."